AMAZONS    OF    FREEDOM

No fewer than 10,000 Poles lost their lives before
the attempt was crushed.

Thereafter the same methods of ruthless oppres-
sion and Russification were employed in Congress
Poland as after 1831 in the territories not included
in the Kingdom. In consequence, the Russian
prisons were crowded and the special courts were
in permanent session. The special courts sent
countless Poles to Siberia to rot and die. But even
the men who were left nominally at liberty could
not move freely under the police dictatorship that
had been introduced, and the women were in no
better case. As part of the oppressive measures all
the Polish schools were closed and all the Roman
Catholic monasteries were handed over to the
Greek Orthodox, i.e. Russian Church. The vacant
livings in the Roman Catholic parishes could not
be filled, nor did the Russians tolerate any Poles
in government and municipal offices. For, of
course, the priest from the pulpit, as well as the
official from his desk, had worked to foster the
ideal of Polish independence and had contributed
to the preparation of the rebellion.

By now the women of Poland had seventy years
of devoted patriotic service behind them and were
only strengthened in their resolve to do their
share. They regarded it as their prime duty to
lighten the lot of the patriots who were languish-
ing in prison and to bring aid to their dependants.
Throughout, they continued unremittingly to
propagate the national ideal by every possible
means. It was no accident but a logical develop-